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GFWC/Iowa Clubwoman Newsletter is published 
twice a year:  Fall and Spring.   

 

This newsletter is distributed to members of the 
GFWC/Iowa Board of Directors  via email, and  
regular mail if necessary.  Members of GFWC/

Iowa may request to be added to the email        
distribution list by submitting an email address to 

GFWC/Iowa Headquarters at                            
gfwciowa@qwestoffice.net. 

 

A complete version of the GFWC/Iowa              
Clubwoman Newsletter is available on the GFWC/

Iowa website:   www.gfwciowa.org. 
 

GFWC/Iowa Executive Board Members, GFWC/
Iowa Club Presidents/Officers and GFWC/Iowa 
Standing and Special Committee Chairmen and 

members  contributed to the content of this news-
letter.  Future articles and photographs may be 

submitted at any time to GFWC/Iowa Headquar-
ters and are subject to the approval of the          

Editorial Committee. 
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 Greetings! 

 

   It is the season of ripe garden 

tomatoes, mums and cooler 

evenings. The 2026 Annual 

Convention in Scottsdale, AZ is 

behind us; district conventions 

and the Mississippi Valley Re-

gional (MVR) Conference beck-

on to us in the months to come. 

   The amazing Annual Conven-

tion in Scottsdale was well-

attended by GFWC/Iowa and is 

recapped elsewhere in this 

newsletter by 1
st
 Vice President 

Lisa Gottschalk. Embedded in 

the activities at the convention, 

our own Karen Martinek presid-

ed over her final MVR meeting 

as president, concluding an out-

standing job in that capacity be-

fore passing the baton on to 

new MVR president Cheryl 

Strickler.  We are grateful for 

the professional diligence with 

which Karen performed her du-

ties and honored us with her 

accomplishments. She jumped 

right in by hosting the MVR 

Conference immediately after 

her installation and ended by 

updating the bylaws at this last 

meeting.  Greeting us at that 

meeting was Arizona clubwom-

an Suzanne Bloome, former 

GFWC/Iowa president (1994-

1996), which was a delightful 

surprise.  Karen Martinek’s ded-

ication to the environment will 

be taken up by the 2026-2028 

administration’s focus on Envi-

ronment and Health & Wellness 

with my theme of “Rooted in the 

Past, Branching Out to Serve.” 

   The Call to the Mississippi 

Vallley Regional Conference 

has been received by all club 

presidents, who will have for-

warded it to their club members. 

This conference will be held in 

Topeka, Kansas, at the Hotel 

Topeka, September 18-20, 

2026. This regional conference 

is always fun, informative and 

an opportunity to meet club-

women from surrounding states.  

Please consider attending.  

Some Iowa members are going 

a day or two early to make a 

side trip to Wamego, KS (about 

45 miles from Topeka), to visit 

the Wizard of Oz Museum 

(admission $10).  We will meet 

in the hotel lobby around 9 a.m. 

on Thursday, the 17
th
 and car-

pool to Wamego. Additional in-

formation can be obtained by 

contacting Mickey Coonfare,  

mcoonfare21@gmail.com. 

   We have a new website! 

Thanks to the efforts of our effi-

cient Iowa Headquarters office 

secretary, Cindy Andorf, we 

have information at our finger-

tips, including the 2026-2028 

Bluebook at gfwciowa.org. 

Check it out!  Hard copies of the 

Bluebook will be distributed at 

district meetings to club presi-

dents, district directors, vice di-

rectors and project chairmen. 

   The 2026 GFWC International 

Day of Service will be Saturday, 

September 26. Clubs will partic-

ipate in volunteer service, with 

the goal of helping to end do-

mestic and sexual violence 

across the United States and 

internationally.  This day unites 

all GFWC clubs, states, regions 

and international affiliates be-

hind a shared mission. It is de-

sired that the impact will create 

a powerful ripple effect of hope, 

safety and support in communi-

ties across the globe.  “One 

day. One purpose. One voice 

for lasting change.” 

   District conventions are fast 

approaching. The district direc-

tor is the liaison between the 

clubs and the state.  What a dy-

namic source of information and 

sense of community these 

meetings provide!  At each dis-

trict convention, members will 

learn how to access the GFWC 

Member Portal, which is an in-

valuable source of information. 
 

           Unity in Diversity  

    Living the Volunteer Spirit 

 
 

 

                                 
 

Message from the President 

mailto:mcoonfare21@gmail.com
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Recap of GFWC Annual Convention 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   I have had the honor to 

attend four GFWC Annual 

Conventions, and each year I 

come back to Iowa and say to 

myself, “Wow, that’ll be hard to 

top!”  Yet each year the con-

vention keeps getting better.  

   Nine GFWC/Iowa members 

traveled to Scottsdale, AZ and 

gathered at the stunning 

Westin Kierland Resort & Spa 

for a week filled with 900 extra-

ordinary Federation members, 

inspirational speakers, valuable 

workshops and opportunities to 

reconnect with old friends, and 

create lasting memories with 

new ones.  

   We were inspired by the 

exceptional speakers who 

explored the evolving role of 

women in leadership and 

honored the contributions and 

stories of servicewomen in 

shaping our nation’s history. 

We listened to Chief Warrant 

Officer Five Phyllis J. Wilson 

speak of the challenges and 

prejudices she overcame to 

become the most senior 

Warrant Officer in the United 

State Army Reserve, as well as 

being a key member of the 

Executive Team, managing an 

organization of more than 

200,000 personnel.  She is 

currently the President of the 

Women in Military Service for 

America Memorial Foundation 

– the only major national 

memorial honoring the three 

million women who have 

defended America from the 

Revolutionary War to today. Do 

you know an American Service

-woman, past or present? If so, 

please be sure their service is 

registered at https:// 

womens memorial.org/make-

herstory/ or support the 

organization by making a 

donation. 

   There were eight different 

workshops, each of them 

offering practical tools, 

innovative ideas and fresh 

strategies designed to 

strengthen leadership and 

explore new approaches to 

tackle the challenges that clubs 

are experiencing.  These 

workshops left us empowered, 

informed and energized.  

   This will probably sound 

boring, but one of my favorite 

things to learn about is 

legislation and public policy. 

Collectively, we reviewed and 

voted on proposed resolutions 

so that our lobbyists and 

leaders can continue making 

an impact on Capitol Hill and 

maintain our success of advo-

cating for women, children, and 

the underserved. A few of the 

resolutions we worked on were 

related to domestic and sexual 

violence awareness and 

prevention, military sexual 

assault, sexual assault evi-

dence collection (i.e. rape kits),  

What a Wonderful Week We Had! 
by Lisa Gottschalk, GFWC/Iowa 1st Vice President 

https://womensmemorial.org/make-herstory/
https://womensmemorial.org/make-herstory/
https://womensmemorial.org/make-herstory/
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Recap of GFWC Annual Convention (cont’d) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

sexual exploitation of children 

and gun control/firearms safety.  

    GFWC has ten affiliate 

organizations, the latest being 

Safe Surfin’ Foundation, whose 

aim is to help keep everyone 

safe from online predators, 

especially children.  We were 

fortunate to hear from each of 

GFWC’s affiliate organizations 

during a lunchtime panel 

discussion.  GFWC’s affiliate 

organizations are: 

   •Alzheimer's Association 

   •Canine Companions 

   •Heifer International 

   •Hope for Justice 

   •March of Dimes 

   •Operation Smile 

   •Safe Surfin’ Foundation 

   •Shot @ Life 

   •St. Jude Children’s    

    Research Hospital 

   •UNICEF 

   We were all beaming with 

pride when the state of Iowa 

received the Creativity Award 

for the top ten projects we 

submitted related to Advocates 

for Children.  GFWC/Iowa also 

received an award for mem-

bership retention, plus the Yorel 

Study Club received the 

Creativity Award for the program 

they did on health and wellness. 

Bravo, Yorel and GFWC/Iowa! 

   Lots of pageantry was on 

display during the final night’s 

installation banquet, where we 

witnessed Wendy Carriker being 

installed as the 56
th
 GFWC 

International President.  GFWC/

Iowa President Ann Zlabek 

walked in the state processional 

formation leading up to the 

installation, and to say the 

evening was a grand affair is an 

understatement.  

   By the close of the conven-

tion, we all carried home far 

more than memories.  We left 

with renewed purpose, fresh 

ideas, strengthened friendships 

and an even greater commit-

ment to the mission we all 

share, “Living the Volunteer 

Spirit”.  

   The 2027 GFWC Annual 

Convention will be held in 

Charlotte, NC on June 25-28. 

Join me in attending, won’t you? 

Back row L to R: Mary Adams, Lisa Gottschalk, Eileen Hageman, Sue Hass, Bette Kuboushek, Carma Bisinger 
Front row L to R: Karen Martinek, Shannon Bailey—GFWC Dir. of Jr. Clubs 2024-2026,  

Suellen Brazil —GFWC Int’l. Pres. 2024-2026, Mickey Coonfare, Ann Zlabek 
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Club Challenge 
Bette Kuboushek, Health & Wellness Chairman 

   Greetings from the GFWC/ 

Iowa Health and Wellness 

Chairman! 

   Health and Wellness is so 

important to each one of us. As 

your chairman, I hope to make 

this Community Service 

Program area fun and 

challenging for our Iowa clubs 

this administration.  

   To get everyone excited  

about this, I’ve created a Club 

Challenge.  First of all, I 

encourage each club to come 

up with a creative name for your 

club, such as: Sassy Sisters on 

the Move, Silver Foxes Festive 

Fiesta, The Wellness Queens, 

etc.  You get the idea.  

   Then, your club president 

should download the Club 

Manual and look in the Health 

and Wellness section, pages 95

-105. There are tons of ideas for 

projects, programs, events, etc. 

   As you can see by the Club 

Challenge form, there are a 

number of items I’d like you to 

do in the next two years.  My 

hope is that you will do them on 

a regular basis at your meetings 

or outside of a meeting so that 

everyone can start working on a 

healthier lifestyle.  

   Our Iowa President Ann 

Zlabek has chosen this 

Community Service Program 

area as one of her areas of 

emphasis for her administration. 

How great would it be if every 

club in the state turned in a 

report and was awarded 

certificates at the 2028 state 

convention?!?!?!?!? 

   If you have any questions 

about this club challenge, 

please let me know.   
 

     Let’s Get Moving!!! 

__GFWC/Iowa Community Service Program Chairmen 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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                              GFWC IOWA 
         Club Health and Wellness Challenge 
                                2026-2028 

 

Due to Health and Wellness Chairman by April 1, 2028 

 

Club Name _______________________________________________________________________ 

 Challenge Group Name _______________________________________________________ 

Club President’s Name _____________________________________________________________ 

Number of members in club _________ 

Complete as many of these items as possible throughout the 2026-2028 administration.  All clubs 

who report will be recognized at the 2028 State Convention.  The Health and Wellness section of the 

Club Manual can be found on pages 95-105. 
 

1.  Participate in the Health and Wellness Unity Project: 

• Challenge members to walk and track steps. 

• Arrive at meetings 30 minutes ahead of time to walk. 

• Practice chair yoga and balance exercises before each meeting. 

• Organize or participate in community events, such as walks, runs, golf outings, etc. 

• Work with senior citizens and share chair yoga sessions. 

2.  Of the three (3) project idea areas; choose two (2) from each category: 

• Disease Prevention 

• Nutrition 

• Physical and emotional care. 

3.  Partner with at least one (1) GFWC affiliate organization in a project or program each club 

year.  The list of affiliates is in the Health and Wellness section of the 2026-2028 Club Manual, 

page 102. 

4. In the Club Manual on page 101, there is a list of National Health Month observances. Pick 

three (3) to observe throughout each club year.  Assign members to give a short description 

of each one at your club meetings. 
 

Send or email this completed form to:  Bette Kuboushek, 5589 E. Creekside Ln., Bettendorf, IA 52722, 

bkuboushek@gmail.com, 563-599-4312.  Do not hesitate to contact me with questions! 

__GFWC/Iowa Community Service Program 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:bkuboushek@gmail.com
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New Writing Opportunities! 
Sue Hass, Creative Writing Chairman 

�  Congratulations to all of the 

Creative Writing winners last 

spring and everyone who 

submitted a piece for our 

Creative Writing booklet.  If  

you missed getting your copy  

at state convention, watch for 

the booklets this fall at your 

district meetings. 

   And now it’s time to launch 

another new Creative Writing 

year!  No time like the lazy dog 

days of summer to relax in the 

shade with a cool beverage and 

pen and paper.  Our writers will 

be excited to learn that we have 

brought back the Serious and 

Light categories for both essays 

and poetry.  This gives you an 

opportunity to submit more 

pieces. 

   President Ann’s special 

category for essays is “Rooted 

in the past“.  For this special 

category we are asking writers 

to share a special memory or 

memorable character from their 

past. 

   Also new this year is an 

opportunity for club members to 

share a very special type of 

writing that many of us do on a 

regular basis—journaling!  

Journaling is a unique form of 

writing with a multitude of 

benefits.  We will explore the 

world of journaling in a future 

newsletter.  This new category 

will be a participatory category 

only.  Entries will not be judged 

and only printed in the Creative 

Writing book if the entrant 

includes written permission that 

“entry may be printed”. Those 

participating will receive an 

Honorable Mention certificate. 

Entries will consist of the writer 

choosing three (3) random daily 

entries from their journals. 

   Check the new Bluebook on 

Iowa’s website for all the rules 

and entry information.  
 

        Happy  
             Writing! 

GFWC/Iowa Special Programs Chairmen 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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GFWC/Iowa Standing Committees Chairmen 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Be a Voice 
Peg Anderson, Advocates for Children Chairman 

   “Children are among the 

most vulnerable members of 

our communities, and the 

GFWC Juniors' Special 

Program: Advocates for 

Children challenges club 

members to be a voice on their 

behalf.  Open to all clubs, this 

program encourages members 

to make a meaningful 

difference in the lives of 

children through advocacy, 

education and service. 

   Through this program, 

GFWC members work to 

ensure children are safe from 

harm, promote healthy physical 

and emotional development, 

and support policies that 

improve children's lives. The 

program also emphasizes 

educating parents and 

caregivers about resources 

that help them advocate for 

children's safety and well-

being. 

   Clubs are encouraged to 

support children experiencing 

challenges such as abuse, 

cyberbullying, depression, 

homelessness, poverty, foster 

care, human trafficking and 

serious illness. Initiatives 

promoting healthy habits, 

including limiting screen time 

and discouraging texting while 

driving, are also key 

components of the program.” - 

News and Notes, July 23, 

2026. 

   “Safe Surfin' Foundation is 

proud to announce a new 

affiliate agreement with GFWC, 

creating a powerful partnership 

dedicated to protecting children 

from online predators. 

   By combining Safe Surfin' 

Foundation's nationally 

recognized internet safety 

education with GFWC's 

extensive network of 

community volunteers, this 

collaboration will expand 

awareness, prevention and 

education efforts across the 

country.  Together, the 

organizations will equip 

parents, educators and 

children with practical tools to 

recognize online dangers, 

prevent exploitation and 

promote safer digital habits. 

This partnership represents a 

shared commitment to building 

safer communities and 

ensuring every child has the 

knowledge and protection 

needed to navigate today's 

online world. 

   Here are three programs 

sponsored by Safe Surfin' 

Foundation that clubs or states 

may be interested in pursuing: 

• Safe Surfin' Foundation Cop 

in a Box Program 

• Safe Surfin' Foundation EZ-

ID / Guardian ID Kits 

• Safe Surfin' Foundation, 

NCMEC, and GFWC 

Partnership 

   For more info on any of these 

programs, contact David 

Coffey at info@safesurfin.org 

or visit the website at 

www.safesurfin.org." - News 

and Notes, August 5, 2026. 

   I am looking forward to 

reading about your projects for 

Advocates of Children.  All 

clubs, not just junior clubs, can 

report on projects in this area. 

http://www.safesurfin.org/
http://www.safesurfin.org/
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GFWC/Iowa Standing Committees Chairmen 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Possible DSVAP Projects 
Mickey Coonfare, Domestic/Sexual Violence Awareness/Prevention Chairman 

   I would like to encourage all 

members to sign up for the 

Legislative Action Center.   

During the month of June, we 

had two alerts.  The first was 

User Age – Verification and 

Responsible Dialogue Act 

requiring verifiable age checks 

before access to AI chatbots 

and prohibiting minors from 

using AI companions that 

stimulate emotional or romantic 

attachment.  The second was 

Kids Online Safety Act.  This is 

a powerful tool to alert GFWC 

members about pending 

legislation and an easy way to 

let our voices be heard. 

   The seven areas under 

Domestic and Sexual Violence 

Awareness and Prevention 

are: 1) Campus Sexual 

Assault, 2) Child Abuse,  

3) Elder Abuse, 4) Intimate 

Partner Violence, 5) Military 

Sexual Assault, 6) Teen 

Dating, 7) Violence Against 

Native American Women. 

   I encourage clubs to plan a 

project related to one of these 

focus areas, even if your 

meeting schedules are already 

set.  I hope your club will be 

able to have a project that will 

fall under one of these areas:  

donating to a shelter; creating 

comfort items for deputies to 

give children in difficult 

situations; posting teen dating 

information in local restrooms; 

connecting with the Iowa 

Coalition Against Domestic 

Violence, www.icadv.org/ or 

Iowa Coalition Against Sexual 

Assault, www.iowacasa.org/. 

   I am a committee member for 

the national Domestic and 

Sexual Violence Awareness  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and Prevention program.  I will 

be sharing information at the 

Mississippi Valley Region 

meeting and am encouraging 

everyone to attend.   

   We encourage everyone to 

STAND UP, SPEAK UP and 

SHOW UP.  At upcoming 

meetings, I will encourage 

everyone to raise awareness, 

offer support and move closer 

to a world without violence. 

District Chairman Opening 
Bette Kuboushek, Scholarship Chairman 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Greetings!  The Scholarship 

Committee will be meeting in 

September to discuss the 

application process and what, 

if any, changes should be 

made to the application. 

   Currently, I need one 

scholarship chairman from the 

NE District to fill a vacant 

position. If you would like to 

help this year, please let me 

know ASAP. 

   I look forward to working with 

the committee and the clubs 

again this 

year.   

http://www.icadv.org/
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GFWC/Iowa Standing Committees Chairmen 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Maintaining and increasing 

membership has always been 

important to the strength and 

longevity of a club. Today, I’d 

like to change that conversa-

tion to help you grow your 

club.   

   Our club reports, news 

articles and newsletter articles  

 

have always relied on what 

has been accomplished in 

hours, dollars and what 

services have been provided.  

What if instead of that, we 

think of how our efforts 

impacted our community?      

  Below are two examples  

from my own club:   

Grow Your Club 
Eileen Hageman, Membership Chairman 

Example 2   

Members of the Solon Women’s Club have 

improved the lives of those running, walking, 

and participating in school and recreational 

sports at the Solon Recreational Park. The club 

provided funding toward a modern drinking 

fountain that is set up to refill water bottles, drink 

from and provide water for pets. The park 

previously had only a concession stand open for 

limited hours during school baseball games. 

Thousands of area children will now have 

access to readily available water at no cost. 

Fresh and cooled water is vital to maintain 

health and prevent heat-related illness, 

especially during the hot summer months. An 

estimated 600 youngsters and spectators 

participate weekly in sporting events during April 

thru July (peak season) at the park. In addition, 

water will be more readily available, should an 

emergency situation arise, for a child or parent 

at the facility.  

   The first example is service oriented; the second is 

impact related.  Ask yourself, if someone reads this, 

will they admire us or might they want to join us?  

Example 1   

Members of the Solon Women’s Club 

fundraised and wrote a grant to secure 

nearly $2,000 toward the purchase of a  

3-way drinking fountain to be installed at 

the Solon Recreational Park Area.  The 

drinking fountain will provide water to refill 

water bottles, for drinking and has a lower-

level dish for pets. 

When we lead with impact in reporting, news articles 

and publicity, we do more than describe GFWC,  
 

WE GROW GFWC! 
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Reminders— Membership Dues Please submit as soon as possible! 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   It is time again for clubs to send their annual membership dues to GFWC/Iowa 
Headquarters.  Instructions were sent out by either email or regular mail to all club 

treasurers mid-August.   
   The deadline for submitting membership dues is October 1, and the dues remain $32.00 

per member.  This covers your dues to both GFWC ($15.00) and GFWC/Iowa ($17.00).   
   Please remember to send an alphabetical, numbered list of members along with your dues 
check for updating our records.  If you include email addresses, these will be added to our 

emailing  address list.  We send information by email on occasion that you would not 
receive through regular mail.   

   Also, please keep us informed of any officer changes in your clubs. 
 

   Thank you! 
     
GFWC/Iowa Headquarters 

 

Registration for NE District Convention, October 3, 2026 
 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________  

 

Club Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

State/District Position: _______________________________Voting Delegate: Yes ___ No ___ 

The noon meal will be a soup and salad buffet at the restaurant.   

Make your $20 check payable to: Treasurer, NE District.  Mail your completed form along with 
your check to:  Penny Rummel, 412 Westwood Ave., Strawberry Point, IA 52076. 

Registration deadline:  September 25, 2026 
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GFWC/Iowa District Conventions 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   . 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 

 

GFWC/Iowa NE District Convention 
 

WHEN: Saturday, October 3, 2026 
 

WHERE: Johnson’s Restaurant 

  916 High St. NE, Elkader 
 

SPEAKER: Ann Burns, Maquoketa, “Think of Your Why” 
 

TIME:  8:15 - 8:45 a.m.  Registration, coffee and rolls 

  9:00 a.m.  Meeting begins 
 

REGISTER: The registration form on the next page and a check for $20 per person payable to 

  Treasurer, NE District should be sent to:  Penny Rummel, 412 Westwood Ave.,  

  Strawberry Point, IA  52076.  Registration deadline: September 25, 2026. 
 

HOSTS: Point Woman’s Club, Strawberry Point 
 

DISTRICT DUES:  Dues are $1.00 per member and should be paid prior to October 3.  Voting 

privileges and representation will be based on district dues being paid.  Dues checks should be 

payable to Treasurer, NE District and mailed to Mary Adams, 1215 Hawley St., Jesup, IA 50648. 
 

CLUB PROGRAM BOOKS:  Bring a current copy of your 2026-27 program booklet on October 3.  

Vice Director Jody Latwesen will review and display these booklets; then return them to you with a 

challenge to find a new member for your club to give your booklet to. 
 

MEMORIALS:  Please send the names of any deceased members (since October 2025 District 

Convention) and any information you would like included in the memorial remembrance (i.e. funeral 

folder, photo) to: Mary Schmidt, 1207—9th St., Grundy Center, IA 50638. 
 

AWARDS:  Clubs that won silver, first place, chairman’s or creativity awards at state convention 

may bring them to display on October 3. 
 

CSP AND SPECIAL PROJECT CHAIRMEN:  Please bring small display and/or information to 

share.  Chairmen will be given 2-3 minutes to speak about their program area and share ideas. 
 

ROLL CALL:  Each NE District club will be given 2-3 minutes to talk about a favorite club project  

since October 2025 convention and/or an idea to share.   
 

BYLAWS AND STANDING RULES:  We will vote on updating our NE District bylaws and standing 

rules.  
 

PROJECT:  Cedar Valley Angels Foster Care Services — the NE District participation in the  

National Day of Service on the district level. 
 

ITEMS TO BRING:  Please bring donation items for the mission of the Cedar Valley Angels based 

in Waterloo.  Their motto is to walk alongside children, youth and families in the foster care 

community by offering consistent support through intentional giving, relationship building and 

mentorship.  They support foster families with volunteers and care packages.  Items we can donate 

to help with their Love Inside the Box care packages:  laundry detergent, sports equipment (soccer 

balls, baseball gloves, cones etc.), diapers (especially size 5), STEM activities, baby dolls, feminine 

products, deodorant, non-perishable food items, snacks, teen graphic tees, winter gear (hats, 

mittens, etc.), anxiety/mindful journals for kids/teens.  Freewill monetary donations are also 

welcome. 
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GFWC/Iowa District Conventions 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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GFWC/Iowa SE District Convention 
 

WHEN: Saturday, October 10, 2026 
 

WHERE: Herbert Hoover National Presidential Library/Museum 

  210 Parkside Dr., West Branch 
 

TIME:  8:15 to 8:45 a.m.  Registration, coffee, rolls 

  9:00 a.m.  Meeting begins 
 

REGISTRATION:  Please send a check for $13 plus $2 for registration with attached form to: 

  Ann Novotny, Registration Chair, 614 Ely Rd., Walker, IA 52352 

  Deadline:  Thursday, October 1, 2026 
 

DISTRICT DUES:  $2.00 PER PERSON TO BE PAID PRIOR TO CONVENTION DATE.  Voting 

privileges and representation will be based on district dues being paid.  Make checks payable to the 

SE District Treasurer and send in a separate check to Ann Novotny at the above address. 
 

SPEAKER:  Our speaker is from the Domestic Violence Intervention Program, Iowa City. 
 

PROJECT — GFWC/Iowa SE District is participating in the National Day of Service by providing 

items to the Domestic Violence Intervention Program located in Iowa City.  They need underwear 

for men, women and children in all sizes.  No socks are needed.  Items must be new.  Gas cards 

would also be appreciated. 
 

CLUB PROGRAM BOOKS for the 2026-2028 administration should be mailed prior to convention 

to:  Mary Wildermuth, SE Vice Director, 1225 Hwy. 22 E., Muscatine, IA 52761. 
 

MEMORIALS:  If there is anyone in your club that has passed in the last year, please send 

information to Ann Zlabek, State President (apotropaicentity@aol.com). 
 

CSP AND SPECIAL CHAIRMEN:  There will be tables available for you to set up your displays and 

any handouts you may have.  You will each have two minutes to speak about your program area. 
 

ITEMS TO BRING:  In lieu of a country store, members are asked to bring baked goods, if so 

inclined.  Each club is asked to bring a basket with a value of at least $25 for auction and a couple 

of  door prizes approx. $5 each.  

SE District Convention Registration Form (one entry per form) 

Name:  ______________________________________________________________________  

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

Voting Delegate:  _____Yes   _____ No                    First-time Attendee:  _____Yes   _____ No 

Office Held (state, district or club):  ________________________________________________ 

Make checks payable to:  Treasurer, SE District             Deadline:  Thursday, October 1, 2026 
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REGISTRATION AND MEAL RESERVATION FORM  
 

DEADLINE: Oct. 9, 2026 – $15.00 per person – Mail To Penny Beaman (address above)  
 
 

CLUB: ________________________________________________________ 
 

Please list the name of attendee(s) and any state/district office currently held.  
 
 

1. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

2.  ______________________________________________________________________  
 

3.  ______________________________________________________________________  
 

4.  ______________________________________________________________________  
 

5.  ______________________________________________________________________  
 

     6.  ______________________________________________________________________ 

GFWC/Iowa District Conventions 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

GFWC/Iowa SW District Convention  
 
WHEN:  Saturday, October 17, 2026 
 

WHERE: Granger Community Center 
  2200 Walnut St., Granger 
   

TIME:  9:00 a.m.   Registration (coffee, view baskets, country store) 
   9:45 a.m.   Open meeting, intro, remarks, committee reports 
  11:30 a.m. Lunch, view displays, bid on baskets 
  12:15 p.m. Program (Lasagna Love), business meeting, memorials 
  3:00 p.m.   Adjourn 
 

HOSTS: GFWC/Iowa Granger Women’s Club 
 

REGISTRATION, MEAL RESERVATION:  $15.00  ($13.00 Lunch, $2.00 District Registration) 
  Payable to “GFWC/Iowa SW District” 
  Send by October 9 to:  Penny Beaman, 1895 Riverview Rd., Brayton, IA 50042 
 

MEMORIAL SERVICE:  By October 1, please mail info related to what she did for and with her 
                      club to:  Peg Anderson, 1201 W. Prairie St., Creston, IA 50801; or email to:  
                      peganderson972@gmail.com 
 

YEARBOOKS:  Mail by September 15 to:  Paula Joiner, 1819 Grove St., Adel IA 50003 
 

BASKET OPPORTUNITY:  All clubs are to provide a basket valued between $15 and $25 and at  
                      least one door prize valued at approx. $5. 
 

DOOR PRIZES:  Each club is asked to bring a door prize valued at about $5.00. 
 

INT’L DAY OF SERVICE SIGN UP:  Please bring from your club or personally full-size bottles of  
  shampoo, conditioner, tooth brushes, toothpaste or laundry supplies. 
 

COUNTRY STORE:  There will be a table for baked goods and snacks. 
 
 
   

 

 

   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 
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GFWC/Iowa District Conventions 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

GFWC/Iowa NW District Convention  
 
WHEN:   Friday, October 16, 2026 

  10:00 a.m.  Registration 

  3:00 p.m.    Adjourn 

 
WHERE: Burt Presbyterian Church 

  204 Elm St., Burt, Iowa 

 
REGISTRATION & LUNCH:  Registration $2.00, Lunch $12.00  
    
  Checks:  Payable to GFWC/Iowa NW District 
   

  Send registrations by October 12 to: Katie Harris, 15731 K 22, Akron, IA 51001 

 
 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Convention Highlights:  GFWC/Iowa NW District business, learn about new programming 
opportunities, welcome our state leadership team that are in attendance, network with other club 
members from our district and enjoy the musical talents of Glen Henriksen. 
 
Basket Silent Auction:  Each club is asked to bring a basket for the silent auction that  contains a 
minimum value of $25.  Starting bid will be $30.  All proceeds will be used by the NW District for  
expenses incurred during the year.  If your  club  does not wish to participate, you are asked to 
make a $50 donation, payable to the above address of our treasurer. 
 
Showcase:  Time (2-3 minutes each) will be designated for club presidents or a representative 
from each club to share highlights from the year and/or plans for the upcoming year. 
 
Reminder to NW District Club Presidents — Send NW District dues to Katie Harris.  Send club 
program books to Sue Hass.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
This is a great opportunity to become more involved and informed about GFWC, IFWC and your 
NW District. 

 
 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
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GFWC/Iowa Federation of Women’s Clubs     
3839 Merle Hay Road, Suite 201 
Des Moines, Iowa 50310-1321 
Phone; 515-276-0510 
E-mail: gfwciowa@qwestoffice.net   
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit us on the web 
gfwciowa.org 
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